THB DEARBORN GNUEPENDENT

How Jews Ruled and Ruined Tammany Hall

An Original American Order, Steeped in Crime, Disgraced, by

Yiddish Influences; Why Tammany Is No

ITHIN the memory even of young men, Tam-

many Hall has been the synonym of all political

trickery, in the vocabulary of popular criticism.
Tammany Hall was held up as the worst example of
boss rule and political corruption that it was possible
to find in either of the parties. Its very name became
a stigma.

But even the most unobservant newspaper reader
must have observed the gradual fading out of Tam-
many Hall from public comment, the cessation of the
bitter criticism, the entire absence of headlines bristling
with ugly charges, and the calling of the hosts of
good citizenship to do battle against the grim bossism
that maintained its headguarters at the Wigwam.

Why this change? Is it due to the dying out of
Tammany Hall as a political force? No, Tammany i3
«till there, as any New York politician will tell you.
Is it due. then, to a reform of that organization? No,
the Tammany Tiger has not changed its stripes. Then,
perhaps, this change is due to public sentiment? Not
at all. The explanation is to be found along other

lines.
There was a time when fearless publications told

the truth about Tammany, but Harper's Weekly and
others which waged fierce war against the Tiger, have
cither gone out of existence or have fallen under con-
trol of the Jews. The silence which has shrouded cer-
tain matters must not be noted and sct aside without
reference to the changed control of the press. There
was a time when public bodies like the Citizens’ Union
organized to oppose Tammany and to keep a volunteer
vigil on its activities; these groups have succumbed to
Jewish contributions and officership and no longer stand
guard.

Why the Jews Coveted Tammany

HE outcry against Tammany seemed to be hushed

the moment that Tammany patronage fell into the
hands of New York Jews, where it now reposes, the
Kehillah being the real political center, and Tammany
but a distributing station—a sort of organizational
“Gentile front” for the more powerful Kehillah. A
few Tammanv leaders are permitted to strut out in
front. but everyone knows that from the Wigwam
chiefs the power has departed, it is now to be found
in Jewish conferences. Murphy is still the titular head
of Tammany, but like a Samson shorn, he is not feared
and obeyed as of yore. In fact, the Judaization of
Tammany Hall is now complete. Once in a while the
Irish—always a match for the Jews—rear their heads
and show battle, but for the most part Jewish money
rules and the Tiger lies down.

Tammany Hall was one of the strongest political
organizations ever seen in the United States, potent not
only in municipal and state politics, but often exer-
cising a decisive influence on national affairs, It was,
without exaggeration, powerful.

[f there is one quality that attracts Jews, it is power.
Wherever the seat of power may be, thither they swarm
obsequiously. As Tammany was power and the gate
of power it was natural that the Jews of the biggest
Jewish city in the world should court it. Doubtless
they were also affected by the incongruity of the fact
that in the biggest Jewish city, the most solid political
power was non-Jewish. That was a condition which
called for correction.

The First Jew in the Wigwam

HEN the German Jewish banker Schoenberg came

to this country under the name of August Belmont
to represent the interests of the Rothschilds, his keen
eye at once took in the situation and at once he began to
court the favor of Tammany. He became a member
and a supporter. It was good business for this Jewish
banker, because the funds of the Rothschilds werc
heavily invested in New York tractions, The prop-
erties of city tractions were and to a great extent still
are, as in all American cities, at the mercy of the local
Tammany power, by whatever name it may be known.
Belmont was insinuating himself under the wing of
power to protect the investments for which he was re-
sponsible.

August Belmont eventually attained the coveted
eminence of Grand Sachem of the Tammany Society,
The Belmont family for a time represented the sole
Jewish banking support of Tammany Hall, but that
honor is now divided among many.

In Richard Croker's day, when corruption went
hand in hand with power, and power apparently was
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none the weaker for it, we find that this notorious lead-
er's intimate friend, business partner and political as-
sociate was a Jew—Andrew Freedman, Freedman and
Croker lived together at the Democratic Club in Fifth
Avenue., Tammany politicians even then having become
rich enough to despise Fourteenth avenue. Freedman
held the purse strings of the organization, as head of
the Committee on Finance, and he was Croker's rep-
resentative and mouthpiece when the chief went into
exile on an over-sea estate.

The most recent Jewish power in Tammany Hall,
and one of the most liberal contributots to Tammany
campaign funds, is the lawyer Samuel Untermeyer,
whose specialty of recent years seems to be to serve
as the battering ram of the Jewish power against in-
terests which it wants destroyed, and whose efforts are
usually camouflaged under exaggerated journalistic
advertisements as being wholly in the public interest.
Mr. Untermeyer is not in particularly good humor with
Tammany these days, because of the recent defeat of
his son, Irving Untermeyer, for a judgeship. There
was somewhere a slip. The Jews deserted the Wilson
ship anyway, apparently sceing what was coming in the
way of retribution for the colossal and amazing mis-
management of war business which was principally in
their hands; and in the ensuing mix-up, a scion of the
house of Untermeyer tasted defeat.

Some Yiddish-Kehillah-Tammany Lights

AMMANY numbers other Jews among its sup-

porters. Nathan Straus, one of the owners of R. H.
Macy & Company, has been for years an active mem-
ber of the organization and one of the rulers of its
inner councils.

A Jewish ghetto politician, Henry M. Goldfogle, has
represented the Jewish interests in Congress for a
number of years, and expected to continue, but he
slipped in the election and has recently been “taken
care of” by a city appointment.

There is also Judge Rosalsky who has been impli-
cated in a number of interesting matters which il-
lustrate the completeness of the Jewish network of con-
trol in New York City.

One might mention also M. L. Erlanger and Warley
Platzek, justices of the supreme court of the state of
New York, but if one began a list of the Jewish judi-
ciary of that city, where would one end?

Another Tammanyite is Randolph Guggenheimer,
founder of the corporation law firm of Guggenheimer,
Untermeyer and Marshall—Untermeyer being the afore-
said grand inquisitor of Gentile activities generally, and
Marshall being head of the American Jewish Com-
mittee and the Kcehillah.

[t was doubtless necessary for a Jewry that con-
templated control of the judiciary as well as special
protection for certain powerful Jewish enterprises that
are near enough the borderline of the law to merit
question—it was necessary to obtain control of the su-
preme political engine through which favors were dis-
bursed in local politics. And control of such organ-
izations can always be had by money.

Not that the Jews threw themselves entirely into
Tammany. The Jew's natural political home seems to
be in the Republican party, for thither he returns after
venture eclsewhere. But his predilection for the Re-
publican party does not move the Jew to make the
mistake of being exclusively the partisan of one
group. It is better, as he knows, to control both
groups.

. As a matter of political fact, strong as is the Jew-
ish element in Tammany, it is still stronger in the ranks

Longer Rebuked

of the Republican party, while New York Socialism ;
completely headed and manned by Jews. This rcnde::
it extremely easy for the Jews to swing support in
whichever direction they choose, and for Kehillah
fulfill any threat it may make. It also insupes that
any Jewish candidate on any ticket will be elected. The
fluke in the case of young Untermeyer i- perhaps not
to- be entirely explained politically; other ciuses were
doubtless working in that matter.

It is a long time since Ferdinand Levy bore the dis.
tinction of being the first Jew in New York 1o holq 4
political job. He was only a coroner, and (he man
who appointed him was only a fire commissioner, but
that fire commissioner was Richard Croker And
Levy was solidly backed by the Independent Order of
B'nai B'rith, whose success in this matter laid (he
foundation for more ambitious demands later,

Political Campaigns Are Mere Diversions

UT at the beginning, the Kehillah Jews adopted the

ancient policy, not of putting forward their own
people, but non-Jews who could be useful to Judah, Tle
difference between pro-Jewish politicians who are pot
themselves Jews, and politicians of the Jewish race, is
that the former in office can sometimes go further than
the Jew in office can, without detection. This has been
true at least up to this time, but it will probably not
be true very long, now that the people's eyes are being
opened. The Jewish officeholder is only standing up
for his race, but the “Gentile front” has betrayed the
people for the pottage of Jewish favor.

Thus, in the carly days of Tammany, mdeed until
comparatively recent years, we see the “Gentile front”
in Tammany offices and basking in the glory of Tam-
many publicity, but in the background there is always
his “Jewish control.” This also is a formula for ct-
izens who wish to know the meaning of things
otherwise unexplainable—"look for the ‘Jewish con-
trol.” "

To this end, therefore, the Jews have been strong
in all parties, so that whichever way the election went,
the Jews would win. In New York it is always the
Jewish party that wins. The campaign is staged as an
entertainment, a diversion for the people; they are per-
mitted to think and act as if they were really making
their own government, but it is always the Jews that
win,

And if after having elected their man or a group,
obedience is not rendered to the Jewish control, then
you speedily hear of “scandals™ and “investigations
and “impeachments,” for the removal of the disobedient
official. Usually a man with a “past” proves the most
obedient instrument, but even a good man can often be
tangled up in campaign practices that compromise him.

The Americans Roar When Told

IT HAS been commonly known that Jewish ma-
nipulation of campaign matters has been so skill-
fully handled, that no matter which candidate was
elected, there was ready made a sufficient amount of
evidence to discredit him in case his Jewish masters
needed to discredit him. To arrange this is part of the
thoroughness of Jewish control. And, of course the
American people have been sufficiently trained to roar
against the public official immediately the first Jewish
political hound emits its warning bay. -

Amazing as is the techmique of the Jewish political
process, the readiness with which the American people
can be counted on to do their part in forwarding the
game is still more amazing.

What Mr. Hylan, the present mayor of New York
has done to merit chastisement, is scarcely clear to
non-partisan investigator. But the fact that the Jews
have set out to “get” him for something, is evident on
every side.

In the Untermeyer so-called “housing ‘
the people hauled up were non-Jews, and the ""“"h:
the whole business has been a stronger Jewish hold than
ever on the housing affairs of New York. Jews :l‘r:
exempt from such inquisitions. The choice prey
non-Jewish business houses whose secrets may
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